
 

EDHEC startup wins ‘INNOVA Europe’ hosted by Microsoft Italia 
 
For immediate release 
 
On Thursday 15th June, three major European academic institutions – POLIMI Graduate School of 
Management, EDHEC Business School, and ESMT Berlin, hosted the final of ‘INNOVA Europe’ – a 
competition launched in 2022 to tackle societal, economic, and environmental challenges. 
 
Supported by Microsoft Italia, INNOVA Europe invited students from bachelor to master’s level to 
submit innovative proposals that address any one of the specific challenges outlined in the 17 UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
With technology and innovation at the heart of this initiative, the three leading business schools 
from Italy, France and Germany launched this competition with the aim of generating new 
products and solutions to target a specific problem related to at least one of the 17 UN SDGs. 
 
At the final event, the teams from each school - 'Oyster2Life,' 'Dooda,' and ‘One Planet’ - 
presented their remarkable innovations to a panel of experts.  
 
‘Dooda,’ a start-up created by EDHEC students, was announced as the winning team. ‘Dooda’ 
produces insect-based ingredients, an alternative source of nutrition that can feed the world 
more sustainably. Their products are 100% natural, highly nutritive and generate zero waste. 
Through their sustainable agriculture system, they work on improving food security while 
mitigating climate change impacts. 
 
“Dooda” will now receive €5,000 in prize money and free incubation services offered by the three 
academic incubators of the partner Schools – PoliHub, EDHEC Entrepreneurs, or Vali Berlin. 
 
“Fostering entrepreneurship and driving positive impact is at the core of our school. By 
collaborating with EDHEC Business School and ESMT Berlin, we emphasized the importance of 
technology, innovation, and collaboration in creating products and solutions that have a 
meaningful and lasting impact. We are proud of this initiative and believe that it inspires our 
students to become change-makers and contribute to a better future” - explained Tommaso 
Agasisti, Associate Dean for Internationalization and Quality at POLIMI Graduate School of 
Management. 
 
The other two finalists also impressed the panel with their creativity, dedication, and 
entrepreneurial spirit. 'Oyster2Life' aims to help and preserve the marine ecosystem, giving a 
second chance and life to oyster shells.  

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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‘One Planet’ offers a simple and effective marketplace for companies that want to purchase 
Biodiversity credits - an economic instrument that can be used to finance actions that result in 
measurable positive outcomes for biodiversity. 
 
“INNOVA Europe participants showed us what’s possible if we bring entrepreneurial insights and 
creative thinking together, and they really impressed us. I was also pleased to see that students 
were focused on creating sustainable products and businesses from the get-go because this is the 
way we must think and act from now on. Thank you to Microsoft Italia for sponsoring this 
competition and helping business students understand the enormous impact they can have on 
future generations.” – Ludovic Cailluet, Associate Dean, Centre for Responsible Entrepreneurship, 
EDHEC Business School 
 
 “By empowering the creativity of tomorrow’s leaders, this competition works as a catalyst for 
change. Young innovators unite to tackle societal, economic, and environmental challenges head-
on and learn to be the change-makers the world needs,” said Roland Siegers, Director of External 
Engagement & Early Career Programs, ESMT Berlin.   
 
"Digital innovation is, now more than ever, an essential enabler for the design and adoption of 
highly impactful and innovative solutions for sustainable development. Technologies such as 
Artificial Intelligence and Cloud Computing are able to combine care for the environment and 
support for European economic growth, and it is precisely for this reason that it is becoming 
essential to offer new generations of students a wealth of skills, knowledge and competences for 
building more sustainable economies and societies," commented Matteo Mille, Chief Marketing 
and Operations Officer di Microsoft Italia. 
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About EDHEC  
EDHEC is an international business school with more than 110 nationalities represented on 
campuses in Lille, Nice, Paris and Singapore. With 50,000 alumni in 130 countries and learning 
partnerships with 290 institutions worldwide, EDHEC educates the leaders of tomorrow: men 
and women who are determined to solve the most pressing economic, social, technological, and 
environmental challenges of our time. 
 



 
EDHEC’s unique research model is rooted in public service: to society, to business, and to higher 
education. A hub of excellence, innovation, and diversity, EDHEC’s mission is to educate future 
generations in a world in constant transformation. 
 
The School has developed a unique model founded on research of real practical use to society, 
companies and students. EDHEC is a centre of excellence, innovation, experience and diversity, 
focused on impacting future generations in a fast-transforming world. The School exists to make 
a positive impact on the world.  
 
EDHEC by the numbers:  
- 8,600 students in undergraduate and graduate 175 professors and researchers, 11 research 
centres  
- 5 campuses and a digital platform devoted to 100%-online certificate and degree programmes: 
EDHEC Online 
- 2021: Grand opening of the Jean Arnault Campus in Roubaix—a joint-venture between LVMH, 
EDHEC, and the Institut des Vocations pour l’Emploi (LIVE)—that is dedicated to 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and inclusion. EDHEC is a major partner of Station F in Paris, the 
world’s largest campus for start-up creation and innovation.  
- 23 undergraduate and graduate programmes: Bachelors (BBA and BSc), Masters in 
Management, Masters of Science (MSc), MBA (Full-time and Executive MBA), PhD (Finance)  
- A multitude of continuing education options for managers, business leaders and entrepreneurs 
offered through EDHEC Executive Education (certificates and degree programmes)  
 
 
 


